Perceptions of nurses' uniforms.
Patients (N = 100), nurses (N = 30), and administrators (N = 15) in a regional medical center were surveyed about the professional image inherent in different styles of nurses' uniforms. The Nurse Image Scale (NIS) was used as the data-gathering tool with pictures of the same nurse in a variety of uniforms. Results showed that patients rated some uniforms significantly differently for professional image than did nurses and administrators. There was general agreement among all respondents on the nurse they would most like to have care for them (dress with stethoscope) and the nurse they would least like to have care for them (white pants with colored top).